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OUR MISSION:
ACME is a network of educators, students, health professionals, journalists, media-makers, parents, citizens joined as a member-supported, independent, nonprofit, continental educational coalition championing a three-part mission:


? 
Teaching K-adult media education: skills, knowledge, and activism.


? 
Championing independent media production and independent media voices.


? 
Democratizing our media system by supporting local media reform and justice efforts.
ACME is independently funded, run by teacher/citizen volunteers, and takes NO MONEY from Big Media corporations or their subsidiaries. ACME is a 501c3 organization. All donations and memberships are tax-deductible.

ATTEND ACME'S big continental SUMMIT!

OCTOBER 6-8, 2006 in BURLINGTON, VERMONT - Peak Leaf Peeping an added bonus!
Calling all media educators! REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN for our third ACME continental Summit:

"Facing the Media Crisis: Media Education For Reform, Justice, and Democracy."

FREE MULTIMEDIA EDUCATION RESOURCE PACKAGES to the first 300 REGISTRANTS!
ACME is now accepting workshop proposals for our third continental Summit.

Download the easy-to-access RFP form at http://www.acmecoalition.org
Invited keynote and plenary speakers to the ACME Summit include Diane Wilson, Amy Goodman, 

Bill McKibben, Robert McChesney, Jean Kilbourne, Robert Jensen, Jerome Armstrong, Jeff Chester, 

Sut Jhally, John Stauber, Bob McCannon, Josh Silver, Peter Phillips, Anthony Riddle, 

Hannah Sassaman, and Pete Tridesh.
For more information about attending and presenting at ACME's 3rd Continental Summit, including a complete 

list of invited speakers, visit http://www.acmecoalition.org
We only have room for 500 attendees - Don't Delay! Register Today!
And please support our 2006 ACME Summit co-sponsors:

Champlain College at http://www.champlain.edu
Chelsea Green Press at http://www.chelseagreen.com
CCTV/Center for Media and Democracy at http://www.cctv.org/index.htm
Media Education Foundation at http://www.mediaed.org
MemeFILMS at http://www.memefilms.org
New Mexico Media Literacy Project at http://www.nmmlp.org
TV-B-Gone at http://www.tvbgone.com
Vermont Guardian at http://www.vermontguardian.com
Vermont Commons at http://www.vtcommons.org
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

OUR ACME E-CLASSROOM: Free DOWNLOADABLE RESOURCES
"Questioning Media: 10 Basic Media Education Principles"

"Teaching the Language of the Image: 24 Persuasive Techniques"

"Raising Media-Savvy Kids - A Guide for Parents and Caregivers"
"ACME Essential Resources - Annotated Guide"

"History of Media" timeline (with thanks to "Project Look Sharp")

The Orwell Project: Alternative and Independent News Sources

Download all of these resources for FREE at either

http://www.acmecoalition.org, or

http://www.acmecoalition.org/page.cfm?ID=84
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

OUR ACME "MEDIA EDUCATION MONTHLY" RESOURCES
"Project Censored 2006" - FREE tool kit - for using "Project Censored 2006"in the classroom.
Co-sponsored by Sonoma State University's "Project Censored." Visit http://www.projectcensored.org for more information.

"All That I Can Be" - FREE study guide - to accompany this student-made documentary!
Co-sponsored by New York City's Educational Video Center (EVC). Visit http://www.evc.org for more information.

"Food For Thought" - FREE 24 page tool kit - Explore the connections between Big Media,

Big Food, and local and sustainable alternatives.

Co-sponsored by Rural Vermont. Visit http://www.ruralvermont.org for more information.

"Hijacking Catastrophe" - FREE study guide - for use with the Media Education Foundation's

provocative independently-produced film.
Co-sponsored by the Media Education Foundation. Visit http://www.mediaed.org for more information.

"Uncovered - The Truth About the Iraq War" - FREE study guide - for use with Robert Greenwald's film.
Co-sponsored by Robert Greenwald productions. Visit http://www.truthuncovered.com for more information.

Download all of these resources for FREE at http://www.acmecoalition.org
--------------------------------------------------------------------
OUR ACME SPEAKERS ROSTER-THIS MONTH'S FEATURED SPEAKER
South Carolina's Frank Baker is a veteran of television news, public education and public television.

As an educational consultant, his work involves helping K-12 educators teach standards which include media literacy. 

His web page, The Media Literacy Clearinghouse (http://medialit.med.sc.edu), 

was recently included in the text "The 101 Best Web Sites For Secondary Schools."

Visit Frank's web site - both it and he are fabulous media education resources!
---------------------------------------------------------------
OUR ACME CHAPTERS - START YOUR OWN! 

OUR 50% LOCAL MEMBER "DUES DIVIDEND" WILL SUPPORT YOU!
Visit ACMEBoston here: http://www.acmeboston.org
Visit ACMENor-Cal (Northern California) here: http://www.acme-norcal.org
Visit ACMEVermont here: http://www.acmevermont.org
With emerging chapters in St. Louis, Colorado, Ohio, and New Hampshire.

Find out how to start your own ACME chapter here: 

http://www.acmecoalition.org/page.cfm?ID=31
Questions? Contact ACME national board president Rob Williams at robw@acmecoalition.org

---------------------------------------------------------------

OUR ACME BLOG

This month - A review of Eugene Jarecki's new film "Why We Fight"

Visit http://www.acmecoalition.org/blog
----------------------------------------------------------------
OUR ACME SEARCHABLE DATABASES - SEEKING A RESOURCE?
For media and public health-related issues, visit our RESEARCH ENGINE at

http://www.acmecoalition.org/researchengine.cfm
For independent multimedia resources, search our MEDIA ENGINE 

by category at http://www.acmecoalition.org/mediaengine.cfm
These databases are constantly-evolving "works in progress!" 

Get involved! Submit your own resources! Contact us to help!
OUR ACME MEMBER/PARTNER NEWS, EVENTS AND INITIATIVES:

-------------------------------------------------------------

IMAGES OF YOUTH 2006 VIDEO FESTIVAL!
Videos by youth aged 8-18 will be featured at the Images of Youth 2006 Media Literacy Conference, March 20 and 21, 2006, at the University of Washington in Seattle. The submissions, all less than 3 minutes, offer youth perspectives on everything from body image, stereotyping, global issues, cultural identity, food, relationships, education, and, of course, media.  The event is sponsored by Action for Media Education, in collaboration with the Northwest Center for Excellence in Media Literacy, and the Washington State Department of Health. International speakers, informative workshops, and the work of our newest videographers make this a conference you don't want to miss.

For more information, visit the Action for Media Education website:  www.action4mediaeducation.org.

More conference info is available from Linda Kennedy (phone: 206.932.5859) or by e-mail:    ioy2006videofestival@yahoo.com. 

-----------------------------------------------------------

CALL FOR PAPERS!
Call for Papers:  RECLAIMING THE FIRST AMENDMENT:   

A CONFERENCE ON CONSTITUTIONAL THEORIES OF MEDIA REFORM

2007 will mark the 40th anniversary of Jerome Barron's Harvard Law Review article, "Access to the Press - A New First Amendment Right."  Although First Amendment theories of access, like First Amendment arguments for government regulation of the mass media to ensure a diversity of viewpoints, have had a mixed reception in the courts, there is growing concern today that consolidated media ownership presents a serious challenge to democracy. To commemorate the publication and reinvigorate legal and policy work on the First Amendment as a basis for media access and structural reform, Hofstra Law School, along with the Brennan Center for Justice at NYU School of Law, is organizing a one-day conference on Jan. 19, 2007, titled Reclaiming the First Amendment:  A Conference on Constitutional Theories of Media Reform.  The major papers from the conference will be published in a symposium issue of the Hofstra Law Review.

See the Call for Papers at http://www.fepproject.org/fepp/hofstra.CallPapers.pdf
Marjorie Heins

Brennan Center for Justice

Free Expression Policy Project

161 Avenue of the Americas, 12th fl.

New York, NY 10013

212 992-8847

marjorie.heins@nyu.edu

www.fepproject.org

------------------------------------------------------------

NEW E-CARTOGRAPHIC RESOURCES!

I'm sending you links to two maps that are safe, fun, and appropriate teaching possibilities for kids. The first link is to a Black History Month Map. The second link is to a Famous Protests around the World Map.

http://www.platial.com/tracy_the_astonishing/map/1749
http://platial.com/deisnor/map/1693
Add to these maps- It's free and is easy. Re-post the map wherever you want. The map is free! Just copy the URL to your site or take a screen shot of the map.

Platial.com is a free, social, collaborative atlas?A place for everyone to share information about their favorite people and places. We just launched the site, so your feedback and insights are precious to us. It's an ongoing labor of love and we need your insights. If you have any questions or comments at all, please write!

mapmaker@platial.com

www.platial.com

------------------------------------------------------------
JOB OPENING! From ACME partner Center for Media and Democracy (CMD)

CMD Seeks to Hire a Congressional Watchdog

http://www.prwatch.org/employment/CPE
The Center for Media and Democracy (CMD) (www.prwatch.org) is launching a new project to conduct independent, fair, non-partisan, educational, journalistic on-line reporting on members of the U.S. Senate and House of Representatives, and on related issues. The Center seeks to hire a Project Editor who will be based in Madison, WI or Washington, DC. This is a full-time position with benefits that is grant dependent, but will continue through at least December 31, 2006 with current funding. The project requires skills in research, writing, use of media wiki software, and an understanding of and commitment to citizen journalism. CMD will seek additional funding to continue the position beyond 2006. The salary range, based on experience and location, is $40,000 - $45,000, plus benefits. The deadline for applying for the position is February 20, 2006.

PRIMARY RESPONSIBILITIES:

Managing the project while receiving and executing guidance and direction from CMD supervisors including the SourceWatch editor, Associate Director and Executive Director.

Editing and adding information to existing wiki-based articles on all 535 members of Congress and the Senate, and on related topics, ensuring accuracy and consistency.

Adding PDF documents, photos, RSS feeds as appropriate.

Reviewing other publications and web sites that are identified as key sources of information, initiating new articles and adding new content and links to articles as appropriate

Being available online as needed weekends and holidays to coordinate responses to any time-sensitive developments that might occur.

Reviewing recent citizen journalist contributions with an eye toward:

? preventing vandalism and undoing any damage;

? removing copyright material;

? editing for accuracy, appropriate links and references;

? correcting articles that are inconsistent with appropriate standards of relevance and credibility; and

? adding new links to relevant articles.

Publicly representing the project in print, online and in electronic interviews, and in news conferences and public presentations.

Writing blog articles regularly for use both on CMD’s and other websites as directed.

Providing ongoing input and guidance toward the project’s development and management.

Recruiting, assisting and motivating volunteer contributors, and cultivating selected contributors to become systems operators.

Assisting in the identification and data basing of media contacts and in the development and execution of a media outreach plan for online, electronic and print media.

Providing ongoing input and recommendations, as appropriate, to various CMD planning, policies and projects, participating by phone or in person as required.

Keeping appropriate CMD supervisors and other staff notified of activities and reporting as required to supervisory staff.

REQUIRED SKILLS, BACKGROUND

The Project Editor must be:

skilled in research, writing, public presentations and group dynamics.

able to lead and coordinate all aspects of the project including working well with coworkers, volunteers and supervisors.

able to comfortably and capably represent the project in a non-partisan educational manner in articles, interviews and public presentations.

The ideal candidate would have 3-10 years of background and experience working in non-profit public interest, media, research, journalism or other avocations, as well as experience with weblogs, wikis and other internet-based media.

Possessing knowledge of HTML and other Internet standards such as Wikipedia markup syntax is helpful but not essential. Demonstrating competency with media wiki software within first two weeks of hiring will be required.

Please submit a résumé and cover letter by Monday, February 20, 2006 to ensure full consideration. Submit by email to judith@prwatch.org with “Project Editor Position” in the subject line, or submit by mail to:

Judith Siers-Poisson, Associate Director

Center for Media and Democracy

520 University Avenue, Suite 227

Madison, WI 53703

The Center for Media and Democracy encourages applications from women, people of color, and members of other communities that have been traditionally marginalized.

John Stauber, Executive Director, Center for Media and Democracy

520 University Avenue #227, Madison, WI  53703

Phone (608)260-9713    Fax-260-9714   http://www.prwatch.org
--------------------------------------------------------------
CONFERENCE - BOWLING GREEN AMC IN JUNE!
Time to register and propose workshops for the

ALLIED MEDIA CONFERENCE 2006!!!

http://www.amc2006.org/
June 23-25, 2006 in Bowling Green, Ohio

Brought to you by AMP and our sponsors

FROM TRUTH TO POWER

because being right is not enough

How can alternative media go beyond merely "speaking truth" and actually

change the material conditions of our world? How do we construct popular

media projects that effectively build grassroots power and advance social

justice?

The Allied Media Conference 2006 will bring together some of the most

innovative and visionary culture producers, media workers, artists and

activists to probe these and other critical questions. Together, we will

share skills and ideas and build new networks for action and support. With

our tremendous collective skill, ingenuity, and vision, we can use media to

build new forms of popular power for the 21st century.

Deadline to propose workshops is March 15.

------------------------------------------------------------
REAL NEWS!
Take a look at the Real News Project, directed by my old friend Russ Baker, an excellent investigative reporter.  Please spread the word among media literacy folks. Thanks - Gary Ruskin, Commercial Alert.

http://realnews.org/rn/content/index5cbd.html?option=com_content&task=blogcategory&id=0&itemid=5
------------------------------------------------------------

LIVE PERFORMANCES!
Below is some information about upcoming events featuring ACME member Julia Barry. Go Julia!

Tufts University

Hosted by the Jewish Women's Collective

Thursday, March 9, 2006

7:30pm

Location TBA

Screening of "In Her Image" followed by Q&A. Free and open to the public.

University of North Carolina at Greensboro's "Creative Action: Gender and Arts"

Conference organized by The Program in Women's and Gender Studies

March 29-31, 2006

An examination of how the arts can be used for social and political action. "In Her Image" screening and discussion at 9:00-10:30 March 31st.  Other featured events include a residency/performance by the Guerilla Girls on Tour, a new play from the North Carolina Touring Theatre Ensemble, and a screening and discussion of Without a Trace, a film by acclaimed Mexican filmmaker Maria Novaro. 

Detailed conference schedule, accomodations, registation forms and more can be found at the Creative Action Conference site.

-------------------------------------------------------------

DIAL-UP THE INTERNET AND SUPPORT ACME
Friends -- If you still use a dial-up Internet service like AOL or

Earthlink, there's now a non-corporate option that allows you to

spend your Internet dollars to support ACME and an independent media.

IndyLink is a nationwide, nonprofit dial-up Internet service operated by

veteran media activist Wally Bowen.  IndyLink is $14.95 a month, and Wally's

nonprofit, the Mountain Area Information Network (MAIN), will

donate $2 of that monthly fee to ACME for each subscriber we recruit.

MAIN also provides webhosting for small businesses, personal websites, and

nonprofit sites.  Commercial webhosting is $150 a year, and

non-commercial hosting is $75.  MAIN will donate a $25 "finder's fee" to ACME for each

webhosting client we recruit.  This is a great way to spend your

Internet dollars to support media education and independent media!

Visit www.indylink.org for details.  

-----------------------------------------------------

AWARDS OPPORTUNITY
Just wanted to let you know that there is a new opportunity for youth (and adult) created media. It is called the International Safety Media Awards. It is being created in conjunction with the World Health Organization's 8th World Conference on Injury Prevention and Safety Promotion, which will be held in Durban South Africa April 2-5, 2006. The focus of the media should be safety or injury prevention. (This can include suicide prevention, wearing seatbelts, underage drinking, etc.) Entries are due February 25, and can be submitted online or via mail. All the information is available at www.teachingstory.com . Hope to see your youth and adult messages!  For more information check out the website or email me at marcia_howell@hotmail.com
 

Feel free to share this with other interested groups, listserves, etc.

 

Marcia Howell

Alaska Injury Prevention Center

907-561-4140

-------------------------------------------------------

JOB OPENING: New Mexico Media Literacy Project: Executive Director (Albuquerque NM) 

 

Join a growing, dynamic media literacy organization in one of the country's most beautiful areas: Albuquerque, New Mexico.

 

The Executive Director is responsible for leading and guiding the organizational and programmatic vision of NMMLP by implementing the its strategic direction; supporting its long-term growth and financial stability; providing strategic vision/leadership of resource development and programming; managing finance, operations and administration; overseeing/growing fundraising strategies; hiring/directing/supporting program and operations staff; serving as primary staff liaison to the departments and staff of Albuquerque Academy, NMMLP's parent organization.

 

Requirements:

Bachelor's degree and 3+ years of media, arts, or nonprofit management experience, preferably in a creative and team-oriented environment; Demonstrated business, financial, and strategic planning skills; Proven ability to raise funds and develop resources; Skilled manager, negotiator and mediator with strong interpersonal, team-building skills; Excellent written and oral communication skills; Knowledge of institutional image-building and relationship-building, marketing, and external relations. Bilingual preferred.

 

NMMLP is an equal opportunity employer. NMMLP is committed to the principles of equal employment and affirmative action. We believe our continued success depends on the full and effective utilization of qualified persons without regard to race, color, religion, national origin, gender, disability, sexual orientation or military service.

 

To download a full job description visit: http://www.nmmlp.org/special/job_opening_ED.html
 

Please DO NOT contact NMMLP for more information about this position.

 

Address all inquiries and applications (cover letter and resume) to: 

Non-Profit Personnel Network

29350 Southfield Road, Suite 119

Southfield, MI 48076

NPPN@prodigy.net
---------------------------------------------------

FREE FILM RESOURCE
At COA News we have featured the documentary about the commercial media

system and Free Speech called; "Orwell Rolls in His Grave".

http://www.coanews.org/tiki-read_article.php?articleId=588
I've seen my share of Media documentaries, and I think this is probably the most

comprehensive I've seen - and it's online and FREE!.

Please pass this on to anyone or groups you think would be interested.

Keep it moving,

Steve Anderson

COA News - Managing Editor

---------------------------------------------------

NEW BOOK ON BEAUTY FROM ACME MEMBER AUDREY BRASHICH
 All Made Up: A Girl’s Guide to Seeing Through Celebrity Hype and Celebrating Real Beauty (Walker & Company, May 2006) explores popular definitions of female success and beauty, demystifies confusing media messages, and offers teens strategies for making changes. It gets girls thinking about which women are most frequently celebrated in the media and why--and  highlights real role models plus alternative media sources.  

So far All Made Up has received advance praise like:
"This vitally important, engaging, and illuminating book offers girls insight into the harm done by celebrity hype.  Even more important, it gives them the tools to fight back and inspires and motivates them to celebrate positive role models and real beauty.  Required reading for girls and everyone who cares about them."

--Jean Kilbourne, author of Can't Buy My Love: 

How Advertising Changes the Way We Think and Feel 

and the creator of the "Killing Us Softly: Advertising's Image of Women" film series 

"All Made Up dresses down our corporate commercial media culture and its efforts to undermine young girls' health and self-esteem with an accessible, personal and provocative look behind the scenes of the beauty industry.  Author Audrey Brashich has done young girls the world over a huge favor."

--Rob Williams, PhD, President, The Action Coalition for Media Education (ACME)

There's more information about the book on my new website, www.AudreyBrashich.com (including the Back Talk Blog, a community for teen readers of All Made Up to post their own thoughts and reflections as they come to end of every chapters, and Audrey's Blog, which has random musings about pop culture, celebrity hype, girl culture and more. ) 

------------------------------------------------

CALL FOR CHAPTERS
DEADLINE EXTENDED

MARCH 15, 2006

Globalization and Communicative Democracy:

Community Media in the 21st Century

Editor:  Kevin Howley, DePauw University

Combining seminal work on the community and alternative media with new

essays written by academics, activists, and community media workers,

this volume offers new insights into the global struggle for

communicative democracy from the perspective of local communities.

Organized thematically, this anthology examines the intersection between

community media and issues of democratic theory and the public sphere,

cultural politics and social movement theory, neoliberalism and media

reform efforts, as well as media activism and international solidarity

building.

This collection seeks to bring together scholars, activists and cultural

critics from the field of media and cultural studies, development

communication, political economy, sociology, anthropology, community

informatics, and media literacy, among others, to examine community

media from theoretical, empirical, and practitioner perspectives.

Historical and contemporary case studies are especially welcome.

Possible topics include, but are not limited to the following:

Community Media and Social Movements

Media Activism and International Solidarity Efforts

Community Media and/as Cultural Politics

Media and Community Development

Innovative Cultural Forms & Practices in Community Media

Community Media & New Technologies

NGOs and Community Media

Communication Policy and the Public Interest

Media Literacy, Pre-professional training and Community Media

Tactical/Autonomous/Community Media

Community Journalism And Investigative Reporting

Community Media and Civil Society

Local Cultural Production

Indigenous Peoples' Media

Media Reform, Media Activism and Community Media

Community Media and Collective Memory

Production and Distribution through Global Networks

"Globalization and Communicative Democracy" will be aimed at advanced

undergraduate and graduate studies programs, as well as activists,

community organizers and media workers.  To date, no agreement has been

reached with a publisher.  However, a working prospectus is currently in

production.

Potential contributors should send a biographical sketch along with an

extended abstract (1000-1200 words) to khowley@depauw.edu by March 15,

2006.  Inquiries regarding submissions should be sent to Kevin Howley at

the same address.

Kevin Howley is author, most recently, of Community Media: People,

Places, and Communication Technologies (Cambridge University Press,

2005).  Dr. Howley's work has appeared in the International Journal of

Cultural Studies, Transformations, the Journal of Radio Studies,

Ecumene, Journalism: Theory, Practice and Criticism, Historical Journal

of Film, Radio and Television, and Social Movement Studies.

Dr. Kevin Howley

Department of Communication & Theater

Pulliam Center for Contemporary Media

DePauw University

Greencastle, IN

46135

